

















The county can realize this goal by:

a. Locating fire stations on adequate sites and directly adjacent
to major streets for the utmost accessibility to development
within its service area, and the least amount of friction to
adjacent land uses;

b. Avoid duplication of fire station service areas to lower county
fire protection costs;

C. Working directly and cooperatively with all area fire
departments that serve the unincorporated areas.

D. BEAUIFICATION

A set of design standards to improve the image and aesthetic quality
of the county is a primary goal.

This goal can be reached through various regulatory tools, such as:

\/é. Billboard regulations;

. Establishment of buffers for areas of historic significance;
c. Overlay districts for approaches into the county;
d. Preservation of plant and wildlife habitats and species through

development and zoning codes; and
e. Adoption and enforcement of nuisance codes.
E. UTILITY POLICIES
1. WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS
The primary goals for the water distribution system policies include:

a. Provide sufficient quantity of high quality water for the
domestic needs of county residents.

b. Have available capacity to provide for fire protection purposes.

To realize these goals, the following actions should take place:

12




a. Developers should be responsible for the construction of water
system improvements required to provide the level of service
determined by the respective water systems.

b. Provide sufficient capacity in each development for providing
~ adequate fire protection, as well as meeting future area needs.

2. SEWAGE COLLECTION AND TREATMENT SYSTEM POLICIES

Benton County does not currently have a sanitary sewage collection
and treatment system. As such, individual on-site systems or

decentralized sewer systems are necessary. With regard to such
systems, goals are to:

a. Insure a healthy and attractive environment for the county
residents by making every effort to ensure that on-site
wastewater systems and decentralized sewer systems are
permitted by the State Department of Health.

b. Assure that malfunctioning systems that are observed by, or
brought to the attention of county officials, are immediately
referred to the Health Department for prompt action and
repair.

& Discourage through all means possible the placement of
septic systems and decentralized sewer systems in
- designated floodplain areas. :

The county is actively pursuing establishment and implementation of
policies to ensure adequate operation, upkeep and care of
decentralized sewer systems. Through regulatory measures, every
effort should be made to ensure the most effective method of
wastewater treatment is provided in all developments.

SECTION IV. ANALYTIC INFORMATION

Current demographic statistics for the county:

BENTON CO. TOTAL POPULATION UNINCORPORATED AREA
1990 97,499 33,079
2000 153,406 44,009
2005 184,861
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ECTION V. NCLUSION

The county plan, and its attendant comprehensive planning policies, is
intended to convey county government’s determination as to how
unincorporated areas should be develop and appear at some reasonable
future date. In Benton County’s case, these policies put forth goals for land
use such as protection of agricultural lands, retention of the rural character
of the county, and encouragement of growth patterns that will protect the
county’s natural environment, open spaces, and water resources.

To achieve these goals, county government must be able to plan the future
use of land to see that the plan is carried out. In reality, such a plan must
inevitably restrict, provide for, and guide it |
appropriate. Land use regulations may perform these functions. They
provide development guides and standards, establish certain restraints and

constraints on development, and offer inducements to encourage better
design and land use.

Zoning can provide considerable enforcement of the county plan. Itis the
most common and most powerful land use regulation employed by local
governments. Zoning acts as a guide for development when it designates
specific areas for specific uses. For example, it may allow for all various
types and densities of residential usage in appropriate locations within the
county. It can also encourage commercial and other development to occur
at a time and place that county government deems suitable. In addition,
zoning may be used as a means to preserve desirable characteristics of the
county, prevent the encroachment of undesirable and incompatible land
uses that adversely affect property values, and protect agricultural, as well
as environmentally sensitive areas of the county.

Subdivision regulations establish the legal and substantial process of
controlling the division of property, and set forth design standards relating to
suitability of land, public access, conformance to plans, streets and
easements, utilities, drainage, sediment and erosion control, and so forth.
These regulations may also be employed by county government as a
means to achieve county plan goals. Coordination with cities that exercise
planning and subdivision authority in their territorial jurisdiction is imperative.
Pursuant to law, the county has a review and comment role and
responsibility in these areas, with subdivision approval authority resting with
the respective city exercising such subdivision authority.

While zoning and subdivision regulations give county government the power
to regulate land use, it should also be open to the use of new growth
management and land use development tools.
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The county plan, then, is a forward-looking document, with the power of
zoning and subdivision regulations behind it. In addition to these
implementation tools, the plan has the power of human resources behind it,
whether they are in the form of the planning board, elected officials, or the
general citizenry. These parties should consult and use the plan frequently
and diligently. It should be updated routinely to reflect changes in the
attitudes of those it is intended to serve.

By effective use of the county plan, and its implementing tools, Benton
County can encourage and effectuate logical and orderly development of
land in unincorporated areas within its jurisdiction (outside of the subdivision
jurisdiction areas of cities). Furthermore, the county can continue to strive
for and maintain the high quality of life its rural citizens currently enjoy.
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